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Open House a Success 


Estimated crouds of two thousand attend- 
ed the annual Open House at Northern Essex 
last Sunday, December 8, 1963. The crowds 
were escorted through the College by student 
guides who helped explain the history of the 
College and plans for the future Northern 
Essex Community College. The faculty, with 
the help of the students, displayed items of 
interest concerning the college curriculum. 
President Bentley personally greeted many 
visitors. 

Coffee was served to the visitors in the 
lounge and assembly hall. The purpose of this 
affair was to make the public aware of the 
College growth and display the success of the 
past few years. 

It is rewarding to know that so many have 
taken an interest in our future plans for the 
betterment of the College and community. 


Northern Essex Community College Observer 


Final Examinations 


On January 20 - 24, final examinations 
for Freshmen and Seniors will be held. These 
examinations are three hours in length for 
each subject. They will be given at different 
appointed times during that week. The issu- 
ance of report cards mark the end of the first 
semester. 


Gary A. Bilodeau 


Education has for its object the 


formation of character. 


Herbert Spencer 


December 
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SEMI FORMAL 
DINNER DANCE 


The Freshman Class will hold a 
Dinner Dance at the Haverhill 
Country Club Wednesday, Dec- 
ember 18, 1963. The Chicken 
Dinner will be served at 7:00 
and dancing will follow till 
midnight. This dance has been 
well planned by the class of 
"65 and the Social Committee, 
and they anticipate alargesuc- 
cess. The class of '65 hopes to 
see you all there. 


Library Senior Seminar 


A new activity is underway the 
College. It is a Senior Seminar which is being 
sponsored by the Library. The object of the 
Seminar is to read and-discuss, together, major 
works of fiction and non-fiction. Emphasis is 
placed on the use of library resources. Present 


in 


ly, the group is examining major works of Russ- 
ian writers with the hopes of learning some of 
the psychological, cultural and historical att- 
ributes of Russia and its people. 

The Seminar has already had several meet- 
ings in which the works of Akrakov, Puskin and 
Gogol have been read and discussed. Seniors 
who are interested in participating should see 
the Librarian, Mr. Simoglou, for details of 
when the meetings are held. 


Education makes a people easy 

lead, but difficult to drive; 

to govern, but impossible 
to enslave. 


to 
easy 


Lord Brougham 


1963 


"Yet More Light" 


Students remember Dennis Rivet as the 
President of the Slope Dopes and as Steve 
Allen in the variety show. His excellent per- 
sonality will aid him in life as he, continues 
his education as a pre-medical major at the 
University of Massachusetts. 

Other students attending the University 
are James Cooper, majoring in English and 
minoring in Education, and David Cook, maj- 
oring in Chemistry. 

Previous Biology’ assistant Kenny Earle 
is presently enrolled at Connecticut State 


College as a physiology major and a pre-med- 


ical student. After graduation in 1965, he 
plans to enter the University of Rochester for 


studies in medicine and hopes to work in the | 


field of cancer research. 

Verlinda Smith, an effervesant out going 
person, is presently a resident of Boston and 
is employed at the Mobil Oil Company inKen- 
more Square. Her experiences are rewarding: 
as she works on the reception desk and work- 
ing with complex office machines. 

Henry Diburro, former President of Stu- 
dent Council and also an assistant in the Book 


Store, is presently the general manager of P.|Jallel the other constitutions of the other Com- 


DiBurro and Sons. 
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Question Of The Month 


Do you have any suggestions for the imm- 
provement of the Constitution of the Northern 
Essex Community College Student Government 
Association? 

When this month's question was put tome- 
mbers of both classes, we were amazed to find 
that so few students had read the constitution. 
Since this time, a revision has taken place in 
the old constitution and a new constitutional 
committee has been set up. Because so many 
of the students had not read the old constitu- 
tion, we had to resort to asking members of 
the new constitutional committee what they 
felt was wrong with the old constitution. 


These were their 
Joe Memesale 
The constitution is inadequate inthat it doesn't 
provide for the problems that might arise in a 
new building or with a larger student body. 


replies 


Mike Dinneen 
The old constitution was good as it stood but 
because of developments | feel that the con- 
stitution should be revised so that it will par- 


munity Colleges. Therefore, this would be one 
more step in unifying the colleges through the 
inter-college council. 


Pat Curio 
The constitution in its present form had many | 
flaws that the students are not aware existed. 
Such as the requirements of credit hours a st- 
udent council member must have. Because of 
past confusion, some members of the council 
do not have the stipulated number of credit 
hours. However, | do believe that this new 
constitutional committee will work this out 
and any other flaws that exist. 


Peggy O'Neil 
| think it is incomplete and insufficient to 
meet the needs of the school. 


Dennis Ryan 
| think that there should be two additions. The 
first would be an article defining the powers 
and duties of the student council. The second 
would be to grant the power of a vote to the 
President's of the respective classes in the st- 


udent council, since they are ex-official, 
members. 
Kenny Page 


It will work out in time. 


Pat McAndrews 
It needs to be improved quite a bit.Since the 


Community College Conference, we realize 


‘that there were many errors made last year 


which are common to every new school. 


| think we have made much progress this year. 
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| ~VACATION READING~ 
NOVELS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 


John Braine, From the Hand of the Hunter 
Written by an honest and intelligent observer of the British Bocial scens, 


this novel tells the story of a man dogged by failure. 


Albert Camus, The Fal) 

The meditatione of a man who no longer believes in the values that made him 
inte a successful Parisian lawyer, this work ia a provocative existentialist 
statement on the human condition. 


‘ James Gould Cozzens, Guard of 
The problems of civilians adjusting to military life are reflected in this 
story of an Air Force General who takes command of an air base during World War IT. 


William Faulkner, Intruder in the Dust 
The moral problem of justice for the weak as well as the strong is revealed 
in this novel about a Negro unjustly accused of murder. 


F. Seott Fitzgerald, Three Novels: The Great Ggtsby; Tender is the Night; The 
; ist Tycoon 


This collection contains three perceptive novels dramatizing the disillueion- 
ment of the “lost generation" during the "jazz age” of the 20's. 


Ernest: Hemingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls 
A tragic land torn apart by ideological conflict is portrayed in this story of 
- an American caught in the bitter enmities of the Spanish Civil Wer. 


Richard Hughes, The fox in the Attic 
A vivid literary investigation of the rise of Nazi Germany, this novel 
contains a brilliant evocation of the great and evil figures of that time. 


Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 
A harshly ironic fantasy of a dehumanized world of the future, this novel is 
a telling commentary on certain trends in modern society. 


Franz Kafka, The 
About a man who is arrested for a crime of which he knows nothing, this story 
is symbolic of modern man's helplessness before incomprehensible forces. 


Jack Kerouac, On the Road 
A turbulent search for experience and sensation characterize this novel 
written by a foremost representative of the "beat generation.’ 
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Arthur Keastler, Darknesg at Noon 

Dramatizing the forces which destroyed those caught in the Moscow purge 
trials of the 30'a, this novel is a powerful indictmert of the modern totalitarian 
state. 


Sinclair Lewis, Main Street 
A biting portrayal of the life of a dull, smug town, this novel tells of the 
efforts of an educated woman who tries to introduce culture and taste inte this 


unpromising setting. 


John O'Hara, Appointment in Samarra 
This satiric novel depicts the circumstances leading to the tragic death of 
one of the leading members of the courntry-club set of a Permsylvania towric 


Georgs Orwell, Animal Farm 7 
This brilliant allegory is also a devastating political satire on Commimian. 


Erich Neria Remarque, Ali Quiet on the Western Front 

The searing depiction of the agony and slaughter of World War I, experienced 
by a German private, makes this novel one of the most powerful anti-war novels 
ever published. 


Andre Sehwarg-Dart, The Last of the Just 
The tragic theme of man's inhumanity to man is poignantly explored in this 
epic novel. : 


dohn Steinbeck, The Grgpes of Wrgth 
The poverty and suffering of migratory farmers during the dustbowl] pericd of 
the 30%s are movingly depicted in this realistic novel. 


Thomas Wolfe, Look Homeward, Angel. 
This autobiographical first novel traces the author's tormented youth through 


his attendance at the State University. 


Herman touk, The Caine luting 
This swiftly paced story of 4 mrtiny aboard a Navy mine-sweeper during World 
War IT has an unexpected and thought-prevoking ending. 


Richard Wright, Netive Son 
The violext life and death of a Negro youth in the Chicago alums ia, in thia 
novel, melodramatically but effectively told. 


DURING THE CHRISTMAS VACATION, THE LIBRARY WILL BE OPEN FROM & Ao Mo TO 4 Po Moy ii 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, EXCEPT FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S DAY, WHEN IT WILL BE 
CLOSED. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


https://archive.org/details/observer1963nort_5 


Where Did You Get That Christmas Custom? 


As you take your Christmas decorations 
out of storage each year, have you ever won- 
dered who decked the first tree? Who sang the 
first carol? 

Some Christmas customs are very old - - 
dating back even beyond Christianity itself, 
Others are surprisingly recent.Christmas cards, 
for instance, got started in the middle of the 
19th century. 

The first Christmas tree has been ascribed 
to an 8th-century German monk named Bon- 
iface, who wished to replace sacrifices to 
Odin's sacred oak with the custom of adorn- 
ing a fir tree in tribute to the Christ Child. 
Whatever its origin: in time, the Christmas 
tree custom seems to havestarted inGermany.? 
Prince Albert, Victoria's German consort, is 
credited with introducing it to England. 

The original Santa Claus seems to have 
been St. Nicholas of Myra, in Asia Minor, 
who was famous in his lifetime for his gener- 
osity. To three dowry-less daughters of a 
poor nobleman, St. Nicholas flipped) three 
pieces of gold down the chimney. By accid- 
ent one of the coins landed in a shoe by the 
mantelpiece. 

Martyred in 432 A.D., "St. Nick" be- 
came the patron saint of childrenand of three 
nations--Greece, Holland, and Belgium. As 
his fame spread to Scandinavia, "St. Nick" 
picked up his reindeer and sleigh, and his 
red suit (a hand -me-down from the Norse 
God, Thor.) 

Santa's rosy cheeks, white beard, and 
portly frame came from Dr. Clement Moore, 
an American who immortalized him in apoem, 


"The Night Before Christmas. " 
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For the common people of the Middle 
Ages, wassail was a mixture of hot ale, sugar, 
nutmeg, and ginger. The word "toast" emer- 
ged because early wassail bowls sometimes 
had pieces of toast (as well as fruit) floating 
around in the top. 

Like the garlands of evergreens around 
the wassail bowl, mistletoe also has an anc- 
ient background. The primitive Britans thou- 
ght mistletoe had the power to heal disease, 
make poison impotent, protect against witch- 
craft, and bestow fertility. If a young couple 
sealed their troth with a mistletoe kiss, they 
could expect good luck for the rest of their 
lives. 

The word "Carol” means"to dance ina 
ring." The person who popularized caroling 
was St. Francis of Assisi - - the same saint 
who originated the creche as a sacred part 
of Christmas. In the 13th century, St.Francis 
creche was made of real people,real animals. 
When peasants traveled from far and wide to 
see it, St. Francis led them in "carols"- - - 
joyous music written in the vernacular of the 
people. 

One of the most widespread and recent 
customs is that of sending Christmas cards. 
The first one designed and etched for gener- 
al circulation was made in England by 16--- 
year-old William Maw Egley, Jr., whose 
name has sincesdisappeared from history. It 
was not until a few years later, however, in 
1846, that Christmas cards caused suchastir 
that people who had never heard of them be- 
gan to adopt the custom. 
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The Christmas Decorations 


The decorations which are on display in 
the lounge not only display the spirit of Chris- 
mas but also a feeling of togetherness of the 
students. 

We are aware of the gusto of great emot+ 
ions which will be expressed during ihe app- 
roaching week, and hope that aii students 
will refrain from upsetting this illustrious ex- 
hibition of team work and interest. 


This Sound Called Jazz 


Fats Waller was once asked what is Jazz 


| and he replied, "If you got to ask, you'll nev- 


or know." Yet Mr. Waller mighthave'told the 
individual to stroll through the musky streets 
of Backatown, New Orleans and after having 
done so and not found the answer his reply 
would have been considerable more justified. 

Backatown, as the natives refer to the 
crowded Negro section of New Orleans can- 
not be compared to any other city in the Un- 
ited States. It is of course, unique with its 
iron-latticed balconies, dusty shops, and ni- 
ght-clubs, but even more unique is the sound 
of jazz which continually filters out of cabar- 
et windows and through narrow cobblestone 
streets. These sounds are not to be heard in 
the best clubs on Sunset Strip nor along Bos- 
ton's Beacon Street. 

Moreover, this music is in itself a hist- 
ory of American heritage. The sounds of jazz 
reflect on the tunes sung by workers in tobacco 
fields, of the African pulsations beat out on 
empty barrels by Negro slaves and even the 
soothing laments of the spiritualists. 

. This music was developed from many so- 
urces, blended and the result was Dixie. Not 
long after the 18th century there emerged a 


, new style in music, New Orleans Jazz.Combos 


pounded out a proclamation to all present that 


continued on page 4 


Vavid Complaint? 


Do | hear you complaining about our New 
England winter? You don't like the cold? Or 
perhaps the snow doesn't suit your fancy. Your 
fuel bills are exorbitant?You're too confined? 
Maybe your driving is one big headache. Co- 
mplaints, complaints. 

Possibly you don't realize how lucky you 
are. Winter life in New England has many re- 
commendations. At least New England life 
is varied. The seasons change. The cold win- 
ter climate is most conducive to keeping the 
brain alert and functioning well.And of course 
New England is the winter vacationland. - - 
Think of all our winter sports! And where else 
can you take a sleigh ride to capture the pre- 
Christmas excitement? 

One of the highlights of life in New En- | 
gland is the change of seasons. Do you _rem- 
ember the beautiful foliage in October? The 
fall color in New England is unsurpassed, you 
know. The change towinter wasn't spectacular 
this year, but at least the seasons do change. 
Perhaps the ladies can appreciate the change 
more - changing into woolen clothing. Try 
to imagine life in the tropics, where it is al- 
ways summer. Rather dull, don't you think? 

Driving shouldn't cause such irritation. 
If you say that a snow storm obscures your vi- 
sion, remember that rain can obscure vision 
too. If you are bothered by fog or haze, keep 
in mind the fact that there is haze throughout 
the year. If you are annoyed by childrenplay- 
ing in the road, be patient. They'll be driv- 
ers too one day! If your troubled by traffic, 
nothing | can say will help. A possible solu- 
tion to all your driving problems is to take a 
bus. Or better yet walk! 

During the winter, the only place to be 
in is New England. One of our greatest assets 
is our winter resorts. Ski resorts are abundant. 
If you don't like to ski, be a spectator; goto 
the ski jump contests at Berlin, New Hampsh- 
ire. If you don't like skiing, try the dog sled 


Is Our Hour Up 


races in Maine, or the races, at Lake Winnep- |45 4 result they made their own. The pulsating 


Try 


saukee where the cars race on the ice. 


appeal for listeners was shouted by brassy horns 


skating! Ice hockey is an active sport. If you jand answered by a world which fell in love 
aren't that enthusiastic, go to the hockeygam-|with this combination of inspired improvisat- 
es at the Boston Garden. Or take ina Celtics |ion and lusty emotion. 


game. 


Even today as you stroll down those int- 


There is plenty to do in the winter. If you riguing streets of Backatown, memories per- 


don't like outdoor sports, stay indoors. Try your vade. You can still hear the ghosts of those 


As 


hand at a game of mah jong - revive it! 


you relax around the fireplace, try some hot |Ramport Street Blues.' 


Backatown jazzmen blowing strains of "The 
" But one can't remin- 


pop corn, with plenty of salt andbutter.Better jisce for long for here comes a jazz funeral 
yet, start a new fad. If | still haven't convin- Iwith the band playing "High Society" and, 
ced you that New England winters aren't so fyes, that's the sound of the "Kind Porter St- 
bad, New England isn't a prison. You're free jomp" drifting mysteriously out of an unlit ch- 


to leave. 
Priscilla Sorenson 


THIS SOUND CALLED JAZZ 


continued from page 3 


asm known as the Basin Club. The irresistable 
sound of Dixieland jazz is not to be found at 
a funeral in Chicago nor a night-club in San: 
Francisco. Yet, not a respectable funeral or 
night-club in Backatown would be without the 


the blues had been born. New Orleans was ne |"Basin Street Blues." 


longer famous for the French Quarter or the 
Garden District, it was world known as the 
city for jazz. Twenty-four hours a day, men 
and horns blew and were blown when thesspirit 
moved. Few knew music, but all loved it and 


Lounge Clean Up 


Mr. Clean 


Are They Resting Again 


Here one tastes and immediately forms an 
insatiable appetite for this thing called jazz. 
Jazz, a glass of African with a jigger of Eur- 
opean and a double shot of Backatown equals 
nearly three centuries of classic sounds. 

Warren R, Whitcomb 


BRADFORD PHARMACY 


The Prescription Drug Store 


DR 4-4785 


BRADFORD, MASS. 


Accessories 


NORTH SHORE 


COIN-OPERATED 


Sportswear — Dresses 


Also Men’s Furnishings 


Joseph E. Kelleher, Reg. Pharm, 
113 So. Main Street, Bradford, Mass. 


Maguires - Bradford 


“Quality is Our Service” 


Automatic Vending, Inc. 


AUTOMATIC CAFETERIAS 


24 HOUR SERVICE 
DRake 2-9274 


OFFICE: 


WAREHOUSE: 
HAVERHILL, MASS. 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


Lumber 
Building Materials 


16 So. Main St., 


ly 
MERRIMAC, MASS 


MST Csr Ee tees 


HAVERHILL'S LEADING 


Tel. DRake 4-7453 
Haverhill 


TELEPHONE HAVERHILL 


188 MONUMENT ST. 
133 Lafayette Sq. 


TAYLOR-GOODWIN CO. 


